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Lets talk Paper Piecing!  I was super intimidated by this month.  But, I am now a giant 

fan of foundation paper piecing.  It is so precise and so much fun!  If you decide that you 

need some extra help, come see me at Late Night Sew or Finish it Class.  We can work 

through it.  Your paper pieces are in the template packets that came with your pattern.  

I took mine to the copy center and made a couple of copies of each one just in case I 

messed up.  Make sure they are copied at 100%.  If you can make an 11Η x 17Η copy you 

wont have to tape your larger pieces together.  When you paper piece, you are sewing your 

fabrics to the back side of a pattern in a particular order.  The paper pieces have letters 

and numbers on them.  The letters correspond to the pieces of fabric, the numbers are the 

sewing lines and the order that they get sewn.  Cut your paper piecing templates out on 

the outside dashed line.   

There are some helpful notions to have for paper piecing.  An Add a Quarter ruler is great.  

I did not have one with me when I did my blocks and wished I did.  A stiff piece of paper 

(postcard, bookmark) is so helpful.  I also use a size 70/10 micro-tex needle.   

We are starting with the arch from block one.  

Cut your pieces to the size listed in the pattern.   

My arch is going to be two colors.  Lime and Orange.   

Layer your fabrics right sides together.  The fabric that 

will be in space A needs to be on top.   
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Pin your stacked pieces to the paper 

template.  The backside of my ΖAΗ  is 

directly underneath space ΖAΗ I have 

made sure that there is at least ½Η 

around all sides of space ΖAΗ.   

Now, carefully sew directly on line 1.  I drop my 

stitch length to 1.5. for paper piecing.  

  

 

Fold your paper back on line 1.  This is where your postcard 

comes in handy.  I place it next to line 1 and fold the paper 

back onto the postcard so it makes a nice clean fold. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is where I wish I had the Add a Quarter.  

It has a ledge and it buts up to the folded 

paper and gives you a perfect ½Η seam allowance.  

I didnΔt have mine with me so I lined up my ½Η 

and trimmed.     
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Press your fabric 2 out and turn back to 

the paper side.  You can see my green 

fabric is now covering the section ΖBΗ.  

Now its time to trim that line 2 edge.   

I placed my postcard 

on line two so I can 

easily fold the paper 

back.   

 

 

 

 

I placed my ruler with the ½Η line on my folded 

paper to give me a ½Η seam allowance and 

trimmed that extra fabric off.   
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I put another orange piece right sides 

together with my green ΖBΗ piece.  The 

orange fabric is lined up with my trimmed 

green side and at least ½Η clearance around 

all of the edges.   

Sew on line two, turn your piece over and 

press  

 

 

 

 

 

Trim piece ΖCΗ just like you did for piece ΖBΗ   

Keep going around your arch.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trim with scissors around your paper.  Leave the 

paper on until it is time to connect it to another piece.   

 


